
DID YOU KNOW?
• A lady taster tasted the

queen’s food before it was
served to make sure it 
had not been poisoned.

• The Lady of the
Bedchamber looked 
after the queen’s bed,
which was nearly 3 
and a half metres square.

• The queen’s maids pasted
a mixture of egg white,
powdered eggshell, poppy
seeds and alum on her face
to make it white – but some
of her teeth were black!

The State Apartments (continued)

Henry VIII’s armour

In the Lantern Lobby look at the 
huge suit of armour that was made 
for Henry VIII when he was nearly 
50 years old. It measures 132 cm 
round the waist. This armour was 
specially made for King Henry and 
allowed him to move about easily. 

What would it feel like to wear a suit of armour specially
made for you? What things do you do during your day that
would be difficult? Move to the side of the room where
there is more space, and talk about this with your group. 
Here are some words that might describe it:

hot      cold      sticky      noisy      quiet

comfortable      uncomfortable      heavy

When you come out of the State Apartments, walk across
the courtyard to the red post box and look above the
stairway next to it.
Can you see the initials E R and the date 1583?
They stand for Elizabeth Regina, regina being Latin for queen.

King Henry VIII Gate
When you leave the Castle through the 
gateway at the bottom of the hill, look up 
and you will find the badge of the House 
of Tudor carved in stone. What is it called? 

The Tudor Daffodil      The Tudor Rose      The Tudor Daisy

… and discovered lots of new things about the Tudors.

The North Terrace

The trail continues…
Catholics and Protestants
Henry VIII was born and brought up a Catholic,
loyal to the Pope in Rome. But when the Pope
refused to give Henry permission to divorce his
first wife, Henry declared himself head of the
Church in England. The country became divided

between Catholic and Protestant, and people
were punished for their religion.  

At the bottom of the steep cliff, can
you see school buildings and 

maybe children running about?
In King Henry’s time, long before
the school was built, this was 

the place where three men from
Windsor were burned at the stake

because of their Protestant beliefs.

WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED YOUR VISIT

DID YOU KNOW?
• When he was young, Henry was good 

at hunting and jousting, as well as 
writing music and playing the harp.

• When he got older he became very overweight 
and bad-tempered, and could not walk easily
because of painful sores on his legs. They had 
to use a special crane to haul him upstairs!The Queen’s court

Like her father, Queen Elizabeth I travelled ‘on progress’ around the country. This
meant that she could meet and be seen by her subjects. Her court of hundreds of
people travelled with her. When they came to Windsor, they stayed in the buildings
you see along this terrace. There were her ministers and advisors, the lords and ladies
who attended her, the guards who kept her safe, and all her many servants.

What jobs did the servants do?
Write down as many as you can think of. 
Here are some ideas to start you off.

Food and drink
brewing beer
preparing meat and fish

......................................................................................

......................................................................................

Cleaning
polishing gold dishes, washing clothes

......................................................................................

......................................................................................

Entertainment
singing songs, juggling

.............................................................

...................................................................

My name is

...............................................................................

This activity trail will help me to

• discover what Tudor kings and queens looked 
like and what they wore,

• find out about Tudor buildings,

• visit the place where King Henry VIII and his
favourite wife are buried,

• learn about Queen Elizabeth I and some of 
her many servants.

Windsor Castle is the oldest and largest castle 
that people live in anywhere in the world. It has
been a royal castle for more than 900 years and 
is now one of The Queen’s favourite homes.

Tudor kings and queens liked coming to Windsor
Castle. They travelled on the River Thames from
other palaces, they enjoyed hunting in the nearby
forest, and there was plenty of room for all their
servants – sometimes as many as 1,000 people!
The Tudors left behind lots of evidence of having 
lived here. Follow the trail and you will find it.
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WELCOME TO WINDSOR CASTLE

The State Apartments

What did Tudor kings and queens wear?

The Knights of the Garter
St George’s Hall contains the coats of arms of all the Knights
of the Garter there have ever been – over 1,000 in all. Some
of the Knights in Tudor times plotted against the king or queen
and were executed. They could no 
longer have their coats of arms 
on show, and this is why some 
shields on the ceiling are blank. 

How many blank 
ones can you find? ........

Here’s one for you 
to design yourself.

Who is that
figure on horseback? 
On the balcony at the far end 
of St George’s Hall is the King’s
Champion, wearing armour
made at the time of Elizabeth I.
Use the information sheet to
find out more about him.

What is he holding in his hand?
(Clue: look at this drawing)

...................................................

Make your way to the Queen’s Drawing Room. In
this room some of the portraits are of Tudor kings
and queens wearing beautiful clothes and jewels
that show how rich and powerful they were.
Underline these when you see them:

What’s your favourite of all of these that you 
would wear if you were a Tudor king or queen?

..............................................................................

gold chains

gold cloth

pearls

ermine (a white fur)

embroidered sleeves
feathersjewellery set with precious stones
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1 St  George’s Chapel (closed Sundays)

Building the Chapel

This beautiful Chapel was finished in the reign of
Henry VIII, 500 years ago. It took 53 years to build –
they spent so much money on it that work kept
stopping while they saved up more!

One man who gave lots of money was Sir Reginald Bray.

Can you find his badge on the ceiling?
It looks like a crocodile’s open mouth. 
The badge appears in 175 places in the
Chapel. How many can you find?

.................................................................

Sir Reginald helped arrange the marriage 
of Henry VII of the House of Lancaster to
Elizabeth of the House of York. This was after the 
Wars of the Roses when Henry became the first Tudor king.

The Quire of the Chapel
Now find the Quire of the Chapel: ask a steward to show
you the way. Look at the banners that belong to the present
Knights of the Garter, an order of knights that started more
than 660 years ago. You will learn more about them later.

In the middle of the floor, look for a 
black stone. This Tudor king is buried 
here with his favourite wife.
What are their names? 

........................................................

........................................................

What do you know about him? Read
this and see if you can fill in these
missing numbers in the right places:

1 8 1 1 2 1 6

Henry the ......th had ...... wives, 

...3... of them named Catherine, 

...2... named Anne and ...... named Jane.

He had ...... daughters and ...... son.

They were called Mary, Elizabeth and

Edward. Henry divorced ...2... of his wives, 

had ...2... of them beheaded, lost ...... because she 

died, and ...... of them was still alive when he died.

St George’s Chapel (continued)

King Henry VIII’s window

Leave the Quire and turn
left along the aisle. Towards
the far end, find the stained
glass windows of Henry VIII
and some of his family. By
his side is his son, Edward VI,
who became king when
Henry died. In the picture
here, something Edward is
holding has disappeared.
Draw in the missing object.

A disgraced Knight
Turn around and look for a
metal plate on the wall that
shows the coat of arms of
a Knight of the Garter in
Queen Elizabeth I’s time.
He plotted against the
queen with her rival, 
Mary Queen of Scots, and
had his head chopped off! 

What was his name? .............................................................

Queen Catherine’s Closet   
Walk on a little and look into the Quire again. You can see a
wooden oriel window (one that stands out from the wall) that
was put in by Henry VIII to make a closet or watching gallery.

DID YOU KNOW?
• This closet was used by Henry’s first queen, 

Catherine of Aragon, to watch the Garter Knights
saying their prayers. It was later used by Henry’s
last queen, Catherine Parr, to watch his funeral.

• Over 300 years later, when Queen Victoria was 
a widow and very sad, she used the closet to
attend services here without being seen.

• More recently, when services from the Chapel 
have been shown on television, the closet has
been a watching place for TV presenters!

Lift here
to look at 
the Map!

The Tudors
at Windsor
Castle

Were they here then?
As you follow the trail, look out for:

a police officer    a soldier    a warden

someone in the Chapel wearing flowing robes

a visitor speaking a foreign language

Which ones would you NOT have seen here in Tudor times?

..................................................................................................

You will see the Round Tower at the centre of Windsor
Castle as you enter the castle precincts. To help you find
your way around, the numbers on the map match those at
the top of each section of the activity trail. If you get lost,
ask a warden to show you the way.

? ?

DID YOU KNOW?
Queen Elizabeth I’s favourite
playwright wrote a play for
her called The Merry Wives
of Windsor. 

Unscramble these letters 
to find out his name…
L I L I W A M  
S H E A R E S P A K E

.........................................

.........................................

Look out for these
Tudor badges on
your visit

ROUND TOWER

ST GEORGE’S 
CHAPEL

HORSESHOE CLOISTER

NORTH TERRACE

KING HENRY VIII GATE

EXIT

WAY IN

STATE APARTMENTS

QUEEN MARY’S 
DOLLS’ HOUSE4

3

2 1

1

Finding your way at 
Windsor Castle

2
The activity trail starts here!
• Remember to look at the numbers on the map of the

Castle in this trail to find your way around. The numbers
at the top of each page match those on the map.

• Ask the adult with you to read the information sheet as
you go around. You’ll find out lots more fascinating facts!

Outside St George’s Chapel

Tudor buildings
Although Windsor Castle dates back 900 years, some of
the buildings you see today were built at the time of the
Tudors, only 500 years ago. 

Tudor buildings look different 
from those built at other times. 
See if you can find them here at 
the Castle. Look for these in the
area outside St George’s Chapel 
and in the Horseshoe Cloister:

houses of cream coloured stone  

red brick 
with wood

fancy windows  
with small pieces of glass 

and thin strips of lead

tall brick chimneys 
– draw one here
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Henry VIII, 500 years ago. It took 53 years to build –
they spent so much money on it that work kept
stopping while they saved up more!

One man who gave lots of money was Sir Reginald Bray.

Can you find his badge on the ceiling?
It looks like a crocodile’s open mouth. 
The badge appears in 175 places in the
Chapel. How many can you find?
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of Henry VII of the House of Lancaster to
Elizabeth of the House of York. This was after the 
Wars of the Roses when Henry became the first Tudor king.

The Quire of the Chapel
Now find the Quire of the Chapel: ask a steward to show
you the way. Look at the banners that belong to the present
Knights of the Garter, an order of knights that started more
than 660 years ago. You will learn more about them later.

In the middle of the floor, look for a 
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this and see if you can fill in these
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1 8 1 1 2 1 6

Henry the ......th had ...... wives, 

...3... of them named Catherine, 

...2... named Anne and ...... named Jane.

He had ...... daughters and ...... son.
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King Henry VIII’s window

Leave the Quire and turn
left along the aisle. Towards
the far end, find the stained
glass windows of Henry VIII
and some of his family. By
his side is his son, Edward VI,
who became king when
Henry died. In the picture
here, something Edward is
holding has disappeared.
Draw in the missing object.

A disgraced Knight
Turn around and look for a
metal plate on the wall that
shows the coat of arms of
a Knight of the Garter in
Queen Elizabeth I’s time.
He plotted against the
queen with her rival, 
Mary Queen of Scots, and
had his head chopped off! 

What was his name? .............................................................

Queen Catherine’s Closet   
Walk on a little and look into the Quire again. You can see a
wooden oriel window (one that stands out from the wall) that
was put in by Henry VIII to make a closet or watching gallery.

DID YOU KNOW?
• This closet was used by Henry’s first queen, 

Catherine of Aragon, to watch the Garter Knights
saying their prayers. It was later used by Henry’s
last queen, Catherine Parr, to watch his funeral.

• Over 300 years later, when Queen Victoria was 
a widow and very sad, she used the closet to
attend services here without being seen.

• More recently, when services from the Chapel 
have been shown on television, the closet has
been a watching place for TV presenters!
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to look at 
the Map!
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Castle

Were they here then?
As you follow the trail, look out for:

a police officer    a soldier    a warden

someone in the Chapel wearing flowing robes
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You will see the Round Tower at the centre of Windsor
Castle as you enter the castle precincts. To help you find
your way around, the numbers on the map match those at
the top of each section of the activity trail. If you get lost,
ask a warden to show you the way.
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you go around. You’ll find out lots more fascinating facts!
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Tudor buildings
Although Windsor Castle dates back 900 years, some of
the buildings you see today were built at the time of the
Tudors, only 500 years ago. 

Tudor buildings look different 
from those built at other times. 
See if you can find them here at 
the Castle. Look for these in the
area outside St George’s Chapel 
and in the Horseshoe Cloister:

houses of cream coloured stone  

red brick 
with wood

fancy windows  
with small pieces of glass 

and thin strips of lead

tall brick chimneys 
– draw one here
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This beautiful Chapel was finished in the reign of
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they spent so much money on it that work kept
stopping while they saved up more!

One man who gave lots of money was Sir Reginald Bray.

Can you find his badge on the ceiling?
It looks like a crocodile’s open mouth. 
The badge appears in 175 places in the
Chapel. How many can you find?
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Sir Reginald helped arrange the marriage 
of Henry VII of the House of Lancaster to
Elizabeth of the House of York. This was after the 
Wars of the Roses when Henry became the first Tudor king.

The Quire of the Chapel
Now find the Quire of the Chapel: ask a steward to show
you the way. Look at the banners that belong to the present
Knights of the Garter, an order of knights that started more
than 660 years ago. You will learn more about them later.

In the middle of the floor, look for a 
black stone. This Tudor king is buried 
here with his favourite wife.
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What do you know about him? Read
this and see if you can fill in these
missing numbers in the right places:

1 8 1 1 2 1 6

Henry the ......th had ...... wives, 

...3... of them named Catherine, 

...2... named Anne and ...... named Jane.

He had ...... daughters and ...... son.

They were called Mary, Elizabeth and

Edward. Henry divorced ...2... of his wives, 

had ...2... of them beheaded, lost ...... because she 

died, and ...... of them was still alive when he died.
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King Henry VIII’s window

Leave the Quire and turn
left along the aisle. Towards
the far end, find the stained
glass windows of Henry VIII
and some of his family. By
his side is his son, Edward VI,
who became king when
Henry died. In the picture
here, something Edward is
holding has disappeared.
Draw in the missing object.

A disgraced Knight
Turn around and look for a
metal plate on the wall that
shows the coat of arms of
a Knight of the Garter in
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He plotted against the
queen with her rival, 
Mary Queen of Scots, and
had his head chopped off! 
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Queen Catherine’s Closet   
Walk on a little and look into the Quire again. You can see a
wooden oriel window (one that stands out from the wall) that
was put in by Henry VIII to make a closet or watching gallery.
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• This closet was used by Henry’s first queen, 
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Tudor buildings
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the buildings you see today were built at the time of the
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Tudor buildings look different 
from those built at other times. 
See if you can find them here at 
the Castle. Look for these in the
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and in the Horseshoe Cloister:

houses of cream coloured stone  

red brick 
with wood

fancy windows  
with small pieces of glass 

and thin strips of lead

tall brick chimneys 
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DID YOU KNOW?
• A lady taster tasted the

queen’s food before it was
served to make sure it 
had not been poisoned.

• The Lady of the
Bedchamber looked 
after the queen’s bed,
which was nearly 3 
and a half metres square.

• The queen’s maids pasted
a mixture of egg white,
powdered eggshell, poppy
seeds and alum on her face
to make it white – but some
of her teeth were black!

The State Apartments (continued)

Henry VIII’s armour

In the Lantern Lobby look at the 
huge suit of armour that was made 
for Henry VIII when he was nearly 
50 years old. It measures 132 cm 
round the waist. This armour was 
specially made for King Henry and 
allowed him to move about easily. 

What would it feel like to wear a suit of armour specially
made for you? What things do you do during your day that
would be difficult? Move to the side of the room where
there is more space, and talk about this with your group. 
Here are some words that might describe it:

hot      cold      sticky      noisy      quiet

comfortable      uncomfortable      heavy

When you come out of the State Apartments, walk across
the courtyard to the red post box and look above the
stairway next to it.
Can you see the initials E R and the date 1583?
They stand for Elizabeth Regina, regina being Latin for queen.

King Henry VIII Gate
When you leave the Castle through the 
gateway at the bottom of the hill, look up 
and you will find the badge of the House 
of Tudor carved in stone. What is it called? 

The Tudor Daffodil      The Tudor Rose      The Tudor Daisy

… and discovered lots of new things about the Tudors.

The North Terrace

The trail continues…
Catholics and Protestants
Henry VIII was born and brought up a Catholic,
loyal to the Pope in Rome. But when the Pope
refused to give Henry permission to divorce his
first wife, Henry declared himself head of the
Church in England. The country became divided

between Catholic and Protestant, and people
were punished for their religion.  

At the bottom of the steep cliff, can
you see school buildings and 

maybe children running about?
In King Henry’s time, long before
the school was built, this was 

the place where three men from
Windsor were burned at the stake

because of their Protestant beliefs.

WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED YOUR VISIT

DID YOU KNOW?
• When he was young, Henry was good 

at hunting and jousting, as well as 
writing music and playing the harp.

• When he got older he became very overweight 
and bad-tempered, and could not walk easily
because of painful sores on his legs. They had 
to use a special crane to haul him upstairs!The Queen’s court

Like her father, Queen Elizabeth I travelled ‘on progress’ around the country. This
meant that she could meet and be seen by her subjects. Her court of hundreds of
people travelled with her. When they came to Windsor, they stayed in the buildings
you see along this terrace. There were her ministers and advisors, the lords and ladies
who attended her, the guards who kept her safe, and all her many servants.

What jobs did the servants do?
Write down as many as you can think of. 
Here are some ideas to start you off.

Food and drink
brewing beer
preparing meat and fish

......................................................................................

......................................................................................

Cleaning
polishing gold dishes, washing clothes

......................................................................................

......................................................................................

Entertainment
singing songs, juggling

.............................................................

...................................................................

My name is

...............................................................................

This activity trail will help me to

• discover what Tudor kings and queens looked 
like and what they wore,

• find out about Tudor buildings,

• visit the place where King Henry VIII and his
favourite wife are buried,

• learn about Queen Elizabeth I and some of 
her many servants.

Windsor Castle is the oldest and largest castle 
that people live in anywhere in the world. It has
been a royal castle for more than 900 years and 
is now one of The Queen’s favourite homes.

Tudor kings and queens liked coming to Windsor
Castle. They travelled on the River Thames from
other palaces, they enjoyed hunting in the nearby
forest, and there was plenty of room for all their
servants – sometimes as many as 1,000 people!
The Tudors left behind lots of evidence of having 
lived here. Follow the trail and you will find it.
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WELCOME TO WINDSOR CASTLE

The State Apartments

What did Tudor kings and queens wear?

The Knights of the Garter
St George’s Hall contains the coats of arms of all the Knights
of the Garter there have ever been – over 1,000 in all. Some
of the Knights in Tudor times plotted against the king or queen
and were executed. They could no 
longer have their coats of arms 
on show, and this is why some 
shields on the ceiling are blank. 

How many blank 
ones can you find? ........

Here’s one for you 
to design yourself.

Who is that
figure on horseback? 
On the balcony at the far end 
of St George’s Hall is the King’s
Champion, wearing armour
made at the time of Elizabeth I.
Use the information sheet to
find out more about him.

What is he holding in his hand?
(Clue: look at this drawing)

...................................................

Make your way to the Queen’s Drawing Room. In
this room some of the portraits are of Tudor kings
and queens wearing beautiful clothes and jewels
that show how rich and powerful they were.
Underline these when you see them:

What’s your favourite of all of these that you 
would wear if you were a Tudor king or queen?

..............................................................................

gold chains

gold cloth

pearls

ermine (a white fur)

embroidered sleeves
feathersjewellery set with precious stones
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DID YOU KNOW?
• A lady taster tasted the

queen’s food before it was
served to make sure it 
had not been poisoned.

• The Lady of the
Bedchamber looked 
after the queen’s bed,
which was nearly 3 
and a half metres square.

• The queen’s maids pasted
a mixture of egg white,
powdered eggshell, poppy
seeds and alum on her face
to make it white – but some
of her teeth were black!

The State Apartments (continued)

Henry VIII’s armour

In the Lantern Lobby look at the 
huge suit of armour that was made 
for Henry VIII when he was nearly 
50 years old. It measures 132 cm 
round the waist. This armour was 
specially made for King Henry and 
allowed him to move about easily. 

What would it feel like to wear a suit of armour specially
made for you? What things do you do during your day that
would be difficult? Move to the side of the room where
there is more space, and talk about this with your group. 
Here are some words that might describe it:

hot      cold      sticky      noisy      quiet

comfortable      uncomfortable      heavy

When you come out of the State Apartments, walk across
the courtyard to the red post box and look above the
stairway next to it.
Can you see the initials E R and the date 1583?
They stand for Elizabeth Regina, regina being Latin for queen.

King Henry VIII Gate
When you leave the Castle through the 
gateway at the bottom of the hill, look up 
and you will find the badge of the House 
of Tudor carved in stone. What is it called? 

The Tudor Daffodil      The Tudor Rose      The Tudor Daisy

… and discovered lots of new things about the Tudors.

The North Terrace

The trail continues…
Catholics and Protestants
Henry VIII was born and brought up a Catholic,
loyal to the Pope in Rome. But when the Pope
refused to give Henry permission to divorce his
first wife, Henry declared himself head of the
Church in England. The country became divided

between Catholic and Protestant, and people
were punished for their religion.  

At the bottom of the steep cliff, can
you see school buildings and 

maybe children running about?
In King Henry’s time, long before
the school was built, this was 

the place where three men from
Windsor were burned at the stake

because of their Protestant beliefs.

WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED YOUR VISIT

DID YOU KNOW?
• When he was young, Henry was good 

at hunting and jousting, as well as 
writing music and playing the harp.

• When he got older he became very overweight 
and bad-tempered, and could not walk easily
because of painful sores on his legs. They had 
to use a special crane to haul him upstairs!The Queen’s court

Like her father, Queen Elizabeth I travelled ‘on progress’ around the country. This
meant that she could meet and be seen by her subjects. Her court of hundreds of
people travelled with her. When they came to Windsor, they stayed in the buildings
you see along this terrace. There were her ministers and advisors, the lords and ladies
who attended her, the guards who kept her safe, and all her many servants.

What jobs did the servants do?
Write down as many as you can think of. 
Here are some ideas to start you off.

Food and drink
brewing beer
preparing meat and fish

......................................................................................

......................................................................................

Cleaning
polishing gold dishes, washing clothes

......................................................................................

......................................................................................

Entertainment
singing songs, juggling

.............................................................

...................................................................

My name is

...............................................................................

This activity trail will help me to

• discover what Tudor kings and queens looked 
like and what they wore,

• find out about Tudor buildings,

• visit the place where King Henry VIII and his
favourite wife are buried,

• learn about Queen Elizabeth I and some of 
her many servants.

Windsor Castle is the oldest and largest castle 
that people live in anywhere in the world. It has
been a royal castle for more than 900 years and 
is now one of The Queen’s favourite homes.

Tudor kings and queens liked coming to Windsor
Castle. They travelled on the River Thames from
other palaces, they enjoyed hunting in the nearby
forest, and there was plenty of room for all their
servants – sometimes as many as 1,000 people!
The Tudors left behind lots of evidence of having 
lived here. Follow the trail and you will find it.
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WELCOME TO WINDSOR CASTLE

The State Apartments

What did Tudor kings and queens wear?

The Knights of the Garter
St George’s Hall contains the coats of arms of all the Knights
of the Garter there have ever been – over 1,000 in all. Some
of the Knights in Tudor times plotted against the king or queen
and were executed. They could no 
longer have their coats of arms 
on show, and this is why some 
shields on the ceiling are blank. 

How many blank 
ones can you find? ........

Here’s one for you 
to design yourself.

Who is that
figure on horseback? 
On the balcony at the far end 
of St George’s Hall is the King’s
Champion, wearing armour
made at the time of Elizabeth I.
Use the information sheet to
find out more about him.

What is he holding in his hand?
(Clue: look at this drawing)

...................................................

Make your way to the Queen’s Drawing Room. In
this room some of the portraits are of Tudor kings
and queens wearing beautiful clothes and jewels
that show how rich and powerful they were.
Underline these when you see them:

What’s your favourite of all of these that you 
would wear if you were a Tudor king or queen?

..............................................................................

gold chains

gold cloth

pearls

ermine (a white fur)

embroidered sleeves
feathersjewellery set with precious stones
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DID YOU KNOW?
• A lady taster tasted the

queen’s food before it was
served to make sure it 
had not been poisoned.

• The Lady of the
Bedchamber looked 
after the queen’s bed,
which was nearly 3 
and a half metres square.

• The queen’s maids pasted
a mixture of egg white,
powdered eggshell, poppy
seeds and alum on her face
to make it white – but some
of her teeth were black!

The State Apartments (continued)

Henry VIII’s armour

In the Lantern Lobby look at the 
huge suit of armour that was made 
for Henry VIII when he was nearly 
50 years old. It measures 132 cm 
round the waist. This armour was 
specially made for King Henry and 
allowed him to move about easily. 

What would it feel like to wear a suit of armour specially
made for you? What things do you do during your day that
would be difficult? Move to the side of the room where
there is more space, and talk about this with your group. 
Here are some words that might describe it:

hot      cold      sticky      noisy      quiet

comfortable      uncomfortable      heavy

When you come out of the State Apartments, walk across
the courtyard to the red post box and look above the
stairway next to it.
Can you see the initials E R and the date 1583?
They stand for Elizabeth Regina, regina being Latin for queen.

King Henry VIII Gate
When you leave the Castle through the 
gateway at the bottom of the hill, look up 
and you will find the badge of the House 
of Tudor carved in stone. What is it called? 

The Tudor Daffodil      The Tudor Rose      The Tudor Daisy

… and discovered lots of new things about the Tudors.

The North Terrace

The trail continues…
Catholics and Protestants
Henry VIII was born and brought up a Catholic,
loyal to the Pope in Rome. But when the Pope
refused to give Henry permission to divorce his
first wife, Henry declared himself head of the
Church in England. The country became divided

between Catholic and Protestant, and people
were punished for their religion.  

At the bottom of the steep cliff, can
you see school buildings and 

maybe children running about?
In King Henry’s time, long before
the school was built, this was 

the place where three men from
Windsor were burned at the stake

because of their Protestant beliefs.

WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED YOUR VISIT

DID YOU KNOW?
• When he was young, Henry was good 

at hunting and jousting, as well as 
writing music and playing the harp.

• When he got older he became very overweight 
and bad-tempered, and could not walk easily
because of painful sores on his legs. They had 
to use a special crane to haul him upstairs!The Queen’s court

Like her father, Queen Elizabeth I travelled ‘on progress’ around the country. This
meant that she could meet and be seen by her subjects. Her court of hundreds of
people travelled with her. When they came to Windsor, they stayed in the buildings
you see along this terrace. There were her ministers and advisors, the lords and ladies
who attended her, the guards who kept her safe, and all her many servants.

What jobs did the servants do?
Write down as many as you can think of. 
Here are some ideas to start you off.

Food and drink
brewing beer
preparing meat and fish

......................................................................................

......................................................................................

Cleaning
polishing gold dishes, washing clothes

......................................................................................

......................................................................................

Entertainment
singing songs, juggling

.............................................................

...................................................................

My name is

...............................................................................

This activity trail will help me to

• discover what Tudor kings and queens looked 
like and what they wore,

• find out about Tudor buildings,

• visit the place where King Henry VIII and his
favourite wife are buried,

• learn about Queen Elizabeth I and some of 
her many servants.

Windsor Castle is the oldest and largest castle 
that people live in anywhere in the world. It has
been a royal castle for more than 900 years and 
is now one of The Queen’s favourite homes.

Tudor kings and queens liked coming to Windsor
Castle. They travelled on the River Thames from
other palaces, they enjoyed hunting in the nearby
forest, and there was plenty of room for all their
servants – sometimes as many as 1,000 people!
The Tudors left behind lots of evidence of having 
lived here. Follow the trail and you will find it.
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WELCOME TO WINDSOR CASTLE

The State Apartments

What did Tudor kings and queens wear?

The Knights of the Garter
St George’s Hall contains the coats of arms of all the Knights
of the Garter there have ever been – over 1,000 in all. Some
of the Knights in Tudor times plotted against the king or queen
and were executed. They could no 
longer have their coats of arms 
on show, and this is why some 
shields on the ceiling are blank. 

How many blank 
ones can you find? ........

Here’s one for you 
to design yourself.

Who is that
figure on horseback? 
On the balcony at the far end 
of St George’s Hall is the King’s
Champion, wearing armour
made at the time of Elizabeth I.
Use the information sheet to
find out more about him.

What is he holding in his hand?
(Clue: look at this drawing)

...................................................

Make your way to the Queen’s Drawing Room. In
this room some of the portraits are of Tudor kings
and queens wearing beautiful clothes and jewels
that show how rich and powerful they were.
Underline these when you see them:

What’s your favourite of all of these that you 
would wear if you were a Tudor king or queen?

..............................................................................

gold chains

gold cloth

pearls

ermine (a white fur)

embroidered sleeves
feathersjewellery set with precious stones
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1 St  George’s Chapel (closed Sundays)

Building the Chapel

This beautiful Chapel was finished in the reign of
Henry VIII, 500 years ago. It took 53 years to build –
they spent so much money on it that work kept
stopping while they saved up more!

One man who gave lots of money was Sir Reginald Bray.

Can you find his badge on the ceiling?
It looks like a crocodile’s open mouth. 
The badge appears in 175 places in the
Chapel. How many can you find?

.................................................................

Sir Reginald helped arrange the marriage 
of Henry VII of the House of Lancaster to
Elizabeth of the House of York. This was after the 
Wars of the Roses when Henry became the first Tudor king.

The Quire of the Chapel
Now find the Quire of the Chapel: ask a steward to show
you the way. Look at the banners that belong to the present
Knights of the Garter, an order of knights that started more
than 660 years ago. You will learn more about them later.

In the middle of the floor, look for a 
black stone. This Tudor king is buried 
here with his favourite wife.
What are their names? 

........................................................

........................................................

What do you know about him? Read
this and see if you can fill in these
missing numbers in the right places:

1 8 1 1 2 1 6

Henry the ......th had ...... wives, 

...3... of them named Catherine, 

...2... named Anne and ...... named Jane.

He had ...... daughters and ...... son.

They were called Mary, Elizabeth and

Edward. Henry divorced ...2... of his wives, 

had ...2... of them beheaded, lost ...... because she 

died, and ...... of them was still alive when he died.

St George’s Chapel (continued)

King Henry VIII’s window

Leave the Quire and turn
left along the aisle. Towards
the far end, find the stained
glass windows of Henry VIII
and some of his family. By
his side is his son, Edward VI,
who became king when
Henry died. In the picture
here, something Edward is
holding has disappeared.
Draw in the missing object.

A disgraced Knight
Turn around and look for a
metal plate on the wall that
shows the coat of arms of
a Knight of the Garter in
Queen Elizabeth I’s time.
He plotted against the
queen with her rival, 
Mary Queen of Scots, and
had his head chopped off! 

What was his name? .............................................................

Queen Catherine’s Closet   
Walk on a little and look into the Quire again. You can see a
wooden oriel window (one that stands out from the wall) that
was put in by Henry VIII to make a closet or watching gallery.

DID YOU KNOW?
• This closet was used by Henry’s first queen, 

Catherine of Aragon, to watch the Garter Knights
saying their prayers. It was later used by Henry’s
last queen, Catherine Parr, to watch his funeral.

• Over 300 years later, when Queen Victoria was 
a widow and very sad, she used the closet to
attend services here without being seen.

• More recently, when services from the Chapel 
have been shown on television, the closet has
been a watching place for TV presenters!

Lift here
to look at 
the Map!

The Tudors
at Windsor
Castle

Were they here then?
As you follow the trail, look out for:

a police officer    a soldier    a warden

someone in the Chapel wearing flowing robes

a visitor speaking a foreign language

Which ones would you NOT have seen here in Tudor times?

..................................................................................................

You will see the Round Tower at the centre of Windsor
Castle as you enter the castle precincts. To help you find
your way around, the numbers on the map match those at
the top of each section of the activity trail. If you get lost,
ask a warden to show you the way.

? ?

DID YOU KNOW?
Queen Elizabeth I’s favourite
playwright wrote a play for
her called The Merry Wives
of Windsor. 

Unscramble these letters 
to find out his name…
L I L I W A M  
S H E A R E S P A K E

.........................................

.........................................

Look out for these
Tudor badges on
your visit

ROUND TOWER

ST GEORGE’S 
CHAPEL

HORSESHOE CLOISTER

NORTH TERRACE

KING HENRY VIII GATE

EXIT

WAY IN

STATE APARTMENTS

QUEEN MARY’S 
DOLLS’ HOUSE4

3

2 1

1

Finding your way at 
Windsor Castle

2
The activity trail starts here!
• Remember to look at the numbers on the map of the

Castle in this trail to find your way around. The numbers
at the top of each page match those on the map.

• Ask the adult with you to read the information sheet as
you go around. You’ll find out lots more fascinating facts!

Outside St George’s Chapel

Tudor buildings
Although Windsor Castle dates back 900 years, some of
the buildings you see today were built at the time of the
Tudors, only 500 years ago. 

Tudor buildings look different 
from those built at other times. 
See if you can find them here at 
the Castle. Look for these in the
area outside St George’s Chapel 
and in the Horseshoe Cloister:

houses of cream coloured stone  

red brick 
with wood

fancy windows  
with small pieces of glass 

and thin strips of lead

tall brick chimneys 
– draw one here
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